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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to applicants' response filed on 07/09/07. Claims 1-35 
are pending in the application. Claims 24-35 have been added. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oz 
et al. ("Oz") US Patent Number 7,181,759 in view of Hammett et al. hereinafter 
Hammett US publication number 2002/0147977 A1. 

As per claim 1, Oz teaches a system supporting user defined filtering of media 
consumption in a media exchange network, the system comprising: a television display 
(fig 1 , television set) supporting consumption of media via a communication network; a 
storage for storing media (col. 12 line 11), the storage communicatively coupled to the 
television display, and having an associated first network address; at least one server 
(fig 7, 252) supporting the consumption of media, and having an associated second 
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network address; and server software (col. 14 lines 18-47) that receives via the 
communication network a request identifying one of the associated first and second 
network addresses, and that responds by identifying the other of the associated first and 
second network addresses to coordinate the consumption of media. Oz does not 
explicitly teach a user interface for display on the television display, the user interface 
having at least one view comprising a collection of media channels, each media channel 
in the collection of media channels comprising a sequence of media available to a first 
user, the display and consumption of each media channel subject to at least one media 
filter, the at least one media filter comprising characteristics of media defined by a 
second user. Hammett is directed to a system and method for providing user-defined 
media presentations from the media information by using a user interface. The user 
interface having at least one view comprising a collection of media channels, each 
media channel in the collection of media channels comprising a sequence of media 
available to a first user ... (see Hammett paragraphs 0050, 0061-0062, 0064 and 0068- 
0069). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Hammett's user's interface features to Oz's system for enabling a 
user to define and present media tailored to individual preferences (par 0001). One skill 
artisan at the time of the invention would be motivated to do so to enable viewers to 
easily and efficiently locate media that they are seeking without requiring excessive 
bandwidth or increased operational demands at the head end (par 0007). 

As per claim 2, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the media comprises at least 
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one of audio, a still image, video, real time video, and data (col. 12 lines 24-34). 

As per claim 3, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the first and second network 
addresses are one of an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media access control (MAC) 
address, and an electronic serial number (ESN) (see fig 7 and 9). 

As per claim 4, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the communication network 
comprises at least one of a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet 
infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, and a wireless infrastructure (see fig 2A and 2B). 

As per claim 5, Oz teaches a system of claim 4 wherein the communication network is 
the Internet (element 126, fig 2A). 

* * 

As per claim 6, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein consumption comprises at least 
one of playing digitized audio, displaying a still image, displaying video, and displaying 
data (col. 12 lines 24-41). 

As per claim 7, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the characteristics of media 
comprise at least one of a type of media channel, a language of dialogue, an industry 
rating, a overall viewer rating, a mode, a video quality, a format, a bandwidth, a year of 
release, an artist, and one or more words of a title (col. 12 lines 6-51). 
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As per claim 8, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the at least one media filter 
supports combinations of the characteristics of media using Boolean relations (col. 6 
lines 37-46, col. 7 lines 44-57; col. 8 lines 7-30; col. 12 lines 6-51). 

As per claim 9, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein at least one period of time for 
which the at least one media filter is effective is defined by at least one of the first user 
and the second user (col. 6 lines 37-46, col. 7 lines 44-57; col. 8 lines 7-30). 

As per claim 10, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the at least one media filter 
may be at least one of enabled, disabled, created, deleted,, and modified via the 
communication network (col. 6 lines 37-46; col. 29 lines 32-43). 

As per claim 1 1 , Oz inherently teaches a system of claim 1 further comprising: a remote 
control supporting the selection of media for consumption; and the media available for 
selection using the remote control being determined according to the at least one media 
filter (col. 12 lines 17-34). 

As per claim 12, Oz teaches a system of claim 1 wherein the first user and the second 
user are the same user (fig 1 ). 

Claims 13-23 contain the same limitations as discussed in claims 1-12 above. 
Therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 
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As per claim 24, Oz teaches one or more circuits for use in a media exchange 
system, the one or more circuits comprising: 

At least one processor (1 50, fig 1 ) communicatively coupled to a television 
display (television set with display, fig 1 ) and to storage (col. 12 line 1 1 ) support 
consumption of media, the storage having an associated first network address, the at 
least one processor operable to, at least: 

* 

Display, on the television display (television set with display, fig 1); send a 
request to server software, the request identifying one of the associated first network 
address and a second network address associated with at least one server that 
supports consumption of media by coordinating media exchange via communication 
network (col. 14 lines 18-47); and receive a response from the server software (fig 7, 
252; col. 14 lines 18-47) the response identifying the other of the associated first and 
second network addresses. Oz does not explicitly teach a user interface for display on 
the television display, the user interface having at least one view comprising a collection 
of media channels, each media channel in the collection of media channels comprising 
a sequence of media available to a first user, the display and consumption of each 
media channel subject to at least one media filter, the at least one media filter 

* 

comprising characteristics of media defined by a second user. Hammett is directed to a 
system and method for providing user-defined media presentations from the media 
information by using a user interface. The user interface having at least one view 
comprising a collection of media channels, each media channel in the collection of 
media channels comprising a sequence of media available to a first user ... (see 
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Hammett paragraphs 0050, 0061-0062, 0064 and 0068-0069). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
Hammett's user's interface features to Oz's system for enabling a user to define and 
present media tailored to individual preferences (par 0001 ). One skill artisan at the time 
of the invention would be motivated to do so to enable viewers to easily and efficiently . 
locate media that they are seeking without requiring excessive bandwidth or increased 
operational demands at the head end (par 0007). 

As per claims 25-34, they contain the same limitations as discussed in claims 2-12 
above. Therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 57.1-273-8300. 



t 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



Frantz Jean 
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